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NOT TO SCALE

by Raiza Giorgi

It could be the middle of summer and patrons can still get a taste
of the winter holiday season when they ask for the mulled spiced wine
at Sort This Out Cellars in Solvang.

“I got yelled at by some of my customers when they brought friends
in the summertime to try the mulled spiced wine, and I didn’t have
any. For the past two years we’ve been making it year round to appease
them,” said owner and vintner Michael Cobb.

The beginning of Cobb’s journey into the wine industry began
while working for Disneyland as manager and wine buyer for the
famed Club 33. After several years, Cobb made the Santa Ynez Valley
his home, and in 2007 produced his first vintage of wines that were
sold exclusively online. After a short stint in Buellton, Cobb moved the
tasting room to its new home in Solvang.

As one walks through the doors of Cobb’s tasting room, they are
transported to the glitz and glam of vintage Las Vegas with pin-up girls
on the labels and Frank Sinatra music playing in the background.

“I decided to integrate the mulled spiced wine with our own twist
because it gave us a tie to the European tradition, which has a heavy
influence on this community,” Cobb said.

Cobb continued that his mulled spiced wine is like none other
because of his unique ingredients, like adding a splash of apple juice
and assortment of spices which remind him of Christmas.

Even the mulled spiced wine has Cobb’s pizzazz, with the label
featuring a holiday pin-up model drawn in the 1950s by legendary
artist Earl MacPherson.

“It makes for a great hostess gift as the holiday parties start to
commence soon, and also a fun activity because people can make it
themselves with the packaged spices and the recipe printed on the
back of the label,” Cobb said.

The packaged spiced are hand prepared by a couple from northern

California and scooped into old tobacco pouches. The pouch acts like
a tea bag so people don’t have to fish out the spices after preparation,
according to Cobb.

The recipe (as found on the bottle) consists of: One bottle of Sort
This Out Cellars red wine, one bag of mulling spices, 8 ounces of
water, 4 ounces of apple juice and 1/2 cup of brown sugar. Let the
wine simmer all in a pot for at least one hour.

Keep a lookout soon for a case special and take care of twelve
friends’ gifts in one shot. Always available online or in the tasting
room.

SORT THIS OUT CELLARS
Open Daily: Sun-Thurs 10am-7pm, Fri-Sat 10am-10pm

1636 Copenhagen Dr., Solvang, CA
805-688-1717 • www.sortthisoutcellars.com

Twitter: @stoc • Facebook: Sort This Out Cellars
Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, Muscat, Grenache, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot,

Zinfandel, Cabernet Franc, Cardiff Giant: Super Tuscan Blend

Every Friday, Sort This Out Cellars releases a new special on Facebook.
Become a fan and you’ll be the first to hear about these amazing specials.

Also on Fridays, enjoy happy hour from 5-7pm, with half off glasses of wine and
wine-tails such as the Mobjito, Blonde Bombshell and Black Jack.

Sort This Out Cellars


